1,000,000 Acres of Valley Lands 
But One-Tenth Cultivated 
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Over $100,000,000 
In Wealth Produced 
In One Year 


Probably no other section in the Pacific Coast States 
can equal the phenomenal record of Kern County, Cali- 
fornia, during the past decade, in point of industrial 
development and general community advancement. From 
the farms, the stock ranges, the mines and the oil fields, 
more than $100,000,000 in natural wealth was produced in 
1921. The increment from oil alone is at the rate of 
5,000,000 barrels of 42 gallons each every thirty days. 
The assessed property wealth for 1921-22 shows a grand 
total of $173,767,287, an increase of more than $80,000,000 
in valuations within three years. The schools have an 
enrollment of 14,000 pupils. The population totals 70,000. 
Bakersfield, the county seat, has a population of 25,000. 


Kern County is larger than Connecticut, Rhode Island 
and Delaware all combined. 


Located in the most southern portion of the San 
Joaquin Valley, this County comprises an area of 5,164,000 
acres adjoining Los Angeles County on the north. The 
eastern boundary extends well up into the Sierra Nevada 
mountains, the Alps of America, while its southern and 
western areas are serrated in the Coast Range, the 
barrier to the great Pacific ocean, source of raing and 
soothing winds. 

The mountains and the ocean beaches are our play- 


grounds, reached over paved highways by auto within a 
few hours. 


Elk Hills Oil Well Spouting Ten Thousand Barrels Daily— Largest Gasoline Condensing Plant In World 
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While the climate in the Valley districts is semi- 
tropical the higher mountains are snow-capped all sum- 
mer long. The winters are mild, with but few frosty 
days, and the summers have but few peaks of tempera- 
ture reaching above 100 degrees. Sunstroke is unknown. 
The air is dry and vitalized and the long growing season 
is an asset, putting sugar into the grapes and hastening 
the ripening of early fruits and vegetables. 

The earliest and sweetest oranges in all California 
are shipped from Kern County each fall, from two to 
three weeks ahead of any other district. 

The earliest apricots, Thompson seedless grapes and 
other fruits are shipped from here before any other 
favored section of the San Joaquin Valley. 

Alfalfa and corn produce bumper crops, outrivaling in 
quality and quantity most any other section of the West. 
From four to six crops of alfalfa are obtained each 
season, 

Corn is grown as a second crop, usually following 
grain hay which is harvested early in the spring. 
Egyptian and Milo maize varieties are grown. 


Fertile Soils—Fine Climate 


The soils of the Valley areas, largely silts and sandy 
loams with granitoid base, are fertile and easily worked. 
Electric pumping plants in the newer colony districts 
and gravity ditch systems from Kern River, in the older 
sections, supply an abundance of water for irrigation. 

Stock growing and dairying, general farming, alfalfa, 
grain, hay, corn and other crops, still represent a big 
item in the annual production of the farms. Acreage 
last year in general crops included: Alfalfa, 70,000; 
wheat, 30,000; barley, 20,000; corn, 9,000; grain hay, 
10,000; cotton, 1,150; potatoes, 1,100; rice, 500; oats, 300 
cantaloupes, 300; other melons, 30; beans, 30; peas, 40; 
tomatoes, 50; onions, 20; strawberries, 10; other ber- 
ries, 15. 

Live stock in 1921 included: Sheep, 250,000; stock 
cattle, 41,199; dairy cows, 6,978; pure-bred cattle, 200; 
hogs, 926,000 (pounds); horses, 8,569; goats, 1,328; poul- 
try, 7,220 (dozen). 


Kern County cattle and live stock are always winners 
at the State Fair. 


Model Farm Owned by Herbert Hoover 
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Rich Lands, Low 
Priced—Great 
Natural Resources 


From Delano on the far north, with its wide spreading 
vineyards and orchards, south through the land of milk 
and honey found in the alfalfa, fruit and general farm- 
ing districts of McFarland, Wasco, Shafter, Pond, Rio 
Bravo, Rosedale, Panama and Weed Patch colonies the 
visitor may quickly ascertain that there is general satis- 
faction with pioneering in Kern County. 

Thence from San Emidio on the far south, skirting the 
foothills on the higher mesa lands along the eastern rim 
of the Valley, north through the Tejon, Arvin, Weed 
Patch, Edison, Kern Mesa, Lerdo, Famoso and Jasmine 
sections, the tale of glory is told in golden oranges, the 
silver tint of unrivaled olive groves, the purple of 
luscious figs and grapes and the rich coloring of sun- 
kissed apricots, early fruits and vegetables. ; 

Mention should also be made of Tehachapi district, 
famous because of its pear and apple orchards, spread- 
ing over several thousand acres of beautiful mountain 
valley. 

Inyokern and Indian Wells Valley also have a bright 
future as pear and apple districts. 

The fruit industry is growing by leaps and bounds 
because of the favorable soil, climate and _ irrigation 
facilities. In the spring of 1922 thousands of acres in 
new vineyards and orchards were planted. Estimated 
acreage in fruits this year: Grapes, 15,000; apples and 
pears, 4,000; oranges, 2,000; olives, 1,500; apricots, 1,500; 
peaches, 1,500; prunes, 1,000; plums, 500; figs, 500; 
almonds, 250; lemons, 50; walnuts, 50; grapefruit, 20; 
quinces, 25; pomegranites, 50; cherries, 10; family 
orchards, 1,000. The total fruit acreage last season was 
less than 20,000. 


Delano—Metropolis of Northern Kern 


Delano is located on the Southern Pacifle railroad, 
thirty-two miles northwest of Bakersfield. The Valley 
route of the State Highway and the Orange Belt route, 
skirting the foothills to the east, afford almost hourly 
auto stage service. 


Pumping Plant on Wiley Giffen Property 
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Center of one of the fastest-growing fruit districts in 
the State, Delano has taken first place among the colony 
towns. 


Splendid grammar and high schools, miles of paved 
sidewalks, two strong banks, a well built business 
section, lodge halls, theaters and other conveniences of a 
growing community are attractive features. 


McFarland town and colony, seven miles south of 
Delano on the State Highway, is one of the model colony 
sections of the great Northern Kern County alfalfa and 
fruit region. The community business and social center, 
located also upon the Southern Pacific railroad, comprises 
a well built business district, good grammar schools, 
churches and other conveniences. 


Here may be found some of the finest alfalfa fields, 
dairies and fruit farms to be seen in the county. 

Just south of McFarland colony the Famoso orchards 
are one of the show places of the county. Here early 
apricots, plums and other fruits are shipped each 
season. 


Colony Towns Prosperous 


Wasco town and colony, located on the Santa Fe 
railroad, twenty-eight miles northwest of Bakersfield, 
offers every inducement to the homeseeker, First among 
the colony districts in the San Joaquin Valley to adopt 
electric pumping for irrigation, the growth of this com- 
munity has been rapid. Fine orchards and vineyards, 
alfalfa fields and dairy farms, make the district famous. 
The town is one of the most progressive in the Valley. 
Good grammar and high schools, well built business 
houses, a public library, packing houses, a cotton gin, a 
rice mill and other enterprises are evidence of the 
varied activities in production. 

The Lost Hills townsite and oil fields are reached 
over the county highway through Wasco from Bakers- 
field. The oil fields are twenty miles west. 

Shafter town and colony, located twenty miles north- 
west of Bakersfield, on the Santa Fe railroad, have 
shown a phenomenal growth during the past three years. 
The exceedingly fertile soil, abundance of water for irri- 
gation and adaptability to diversified farming, have been 
given a wonderful demonstration in the district. Settlers 
from many of the older fruit districts of the state pro- 
nounce Shafter as the finest colony section in all Cali- 
fornia. 


Dairy Scene Wasco District 
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Earliest Fruits 
and Vegetables 


All varieties of fruits, grains, vegetables and other 
products seem to reach perfection on Shafter lands. 

Fred Mannell’s eighty-acre apricot orchard has been 
pronounced as the finest in the State. 

The United States Agricultural Department has estab- 
lished a forty-acre experimental farm on land donated 
by Hf. A. Jastro: 

The town already has a number of substantial busi- 
ness buildings, a fine grammar school, a community can- 
nery, a cotton gin and other enterprises. 


Arvin—Great New District 

Arvin townsite and colony, located twenty miles south- 
east of Bakersfield, outrival many of the older com- 
munities in the San Joaquin Valley in opportunities for 
the homeseeker. Here a great domain of exceedingly 
fertile land is fast being transformed into wonderful 
vineyards and orchards. The new plantings include sec- 
tion after section of Thompson seedless grapes, apricots, 
peaches, plums and other fruits. This district, besides 
taking off nearly all first prizes at the last county fair, 
holds the record for producing the earliest apricots and 
Thompson seedless grapes shipped from the San Joaquin 
Valley each season in the past several years. 

Wiley M. Giffen, president of the California Asso- 
ciated Raisin Company, has started development of a 
great fruit farm in the favored Arvin district. 

The Di Giorgio Farms Corporation, with approximately 
3,000 acres in the Arvin district, twenty miles southeast 
of Bakersfield, is the greatest fruit farming undertaking 
in the county. Two sections of this tract were planted in 
fruits last season and in the spring of 1922 work of 
setting out trees and vines on the remainder of the 
tract was progressing rapidly. 


Herbert Hoover Model Farm 


Herbert Hoover, food commissioner during the Great 
War and a distinguished member of the cabinet under 
the present national administration, is developing a 
model farm of 1,280 acres twenty-five miles northwest of 
Bakersfield, between Shafter and Wasco colonies. Half 
of this tract is being planted in fruit while the re- 
mainder will be utilized for the growing of long staple 
cotton. 


Early Grapes Near Delano 
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Bakersfield— 
Metropolis 
of kern County 


Bakersfield is the financial, industrial and social center 
of Kern county, as well as the seat of government, be- 
cause of its favorable location. Here two transcontinental 
railroads, the State Highways and the county system of 
paved roads center. The rich back country pours in its 
wealth from desert mines, from mountain ranges, from 
valley fruit, dairy and grain farms and from the greatest 
oil and natural gas fields in the world. The banking re- 
sources of the city alone total $22,524,310. 

Two great transcontinental railroads, the Southern 
Pacific and Santa Fe systems, together with branch rail- 
roads to the oil fields and mining districts, afford trans- 
portation. 

The famous scenic “Ridge Route” of the California 
State Highway passes for nearly 100 miles through this 
county between Los Angeles and San Francisco. 


The county highway system of paved roads comprise 
approximately 200 miles more of splendid highways con- 
necting the cities and towns with oil fields and agricul- 
tural districts. 

Active work has been commenced by the State High- 
way Commission upon the survey of the Walker’s Pass 
road connecting the Lincoln Highway from the East 
with paved highways centering in Bakersfield. 


Kern County natural gas wells, the largest in the 
world, developed in the Elk and Buena Vista hills, thirty 
miles southwest of Bakersfield, supply the city with 
manufacturing and domestic fuel—the cheapest, cleanest 
and most convenient fuel to be had anywhere on the 
Pacific Coast. 


Natural Gas—Cheapest Fuel 


Where fuel is an essential in manufacturing natural 
gas offers an economy in operation as well ag in first 
cost. This, with miles of unoccupied factory sites, 
alongside transportation lines, together with a wide 
variety of raw materials in abundance, will interest fore- 
sighted captains of industry. 


Industrial plants of Bakersfield and its environs in- 


Mountain Scene In Kern County 
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Printed in Bakersfield by Stewart Printing Company Photos by Dorman 
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clude oil refineries, fruit packing houses, meat packing 
houses, cotton gins, two creameries, an ice factory, an 
ice cream factory, division machine shops of two rail- 
roads, brick, iron, cement, well casing, oil well pumps 
and many smaller enterprises. 


Two great electrical generating plants of the San 
Joaquin Light & Power Corporation, located in Bakers- 
field and Buttonwillow, are operated with natural gas. 
The first unit of the latter plant was erected in 1921, a 
second unit being in course of construction in 1922. 


Agricultural and industrial power and domestic light- 
ing from these plants, together with electrical energy 
generated from mountain streams, serve a wide area. 


Bakersfield— Modern City 


Spreading over the delta, where Kern River debouches 
from the foothills, the City of Bakersfield extends from 
park-like lowlands on the west to the higher levels of the 
hills on the east, in a magnificent panorama of wide 
paved streets, splendid public buildings and _ beautiful 
homes. 

The business and industrial sections are modern and 
alive with a heavy volume of business. 


The civic center, including the county and city build- 
ings, is one of the finest in the West. 

The schools and churches are the pride of every 
citizen. 

Club and fraternal buildings, libraries and other 
features, give a measure of the social status. 

The Bakersfield Club, the Bakersfield Woman’s Club, 
the Woodman of the World, the Knights of Pythias, the 
Odd Fellows, and a number of other organizations have 
fine edifices. 

The Masonic orders and the Elks each plan to build 
magnificent edifices during 1922. 

Bakersfield libraries are located in beautiful, well- 
planned buildings. The central library is in the north 
wing of the City Hall, while special buildings house the 
Children’s library and the East Bakersfield library. 

The County library is located in the court house in 
spacious, well arranged quarters. This library  con- 
tains 115,000 volumes, affording service to 155 branch 
libraries. The county has erected branch library build- 
ings in Delano, Taft, Wasco and Oil Center. Maricopa 
will also soon have its own county library building. 


Irrigation Scene In Delta Region 
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Greatest Oil 
and Gas Wells 
In the West 


Although Kern County produced more than half of all 
the oil output in California in 1921, the proven productive 
areas comprise but a narrow strip along the slopes of 
the lower foothills on the eastern and western sides 
of the valley. 

Kern River oil field lies on the north side of the 
river from which it derived its name, but three miles 
from Bakersfield. Here the first commercial oil in the 
county was produced in 1899. An average of more than 
20,000 barrels daily is still produced from this district. 

The West Side oil fields include the Sunset, Midway, 
McKittrick and Elk Hills districts, unrivaled as the 
greatest oil producing area in the world. Here a forest 
of derricks extends from the far southeast to the north- 
west for twenty-one miles. 

The gusher territory in the Elk Hills, but a few miles 
southwest of Bakersfield, was opened up in 1920 and 
since then the production has been phenomenal, wells 
coming in with an initial flow of as much as 10,000 bar- 
rels of oil daily. 

Belridge and Lost Hills oil districts are in the north- 
western portion of the oil producing area. These fields 
are producers of light oils. 


Taft-- Hub of the Oil Fields 


Taft is the metropolis of the Midway oil fields, being 
the hub of the West Side development. The volume of 
business handled here would outrival many cities several 
times as large. Great supply houses, machine shops and 
other enterprises incidental to the oil industry are 
located here. The business sections of the city are 
modern and alive with enterprise. More than a half 
million dollars expended for business and_ residential 
structures and civic improvements made up the remark- 
able building record in 1921. 


Maricopa is the business center of the Sunset district. 
Here, as well as in Taft, the vistor finds fine grammar 
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Young Vineyard In Arvin District 
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schools, high schools, libraries, banks, substantial busi- 
ness enterprises of all kinds and a happy, contented 
people. 


McKittrick, on the far northwest of the Midway field, 
is a prosperous village with many conveniences. Fellows 
is also a thriving oil town in the Midway valley. 


Rapidly growing and prosperous towns and villages 
may be found in the agricultural districts as well as in 
the oil fields. 


Abundance of Water for Irrigation 


Harbinger of still greater agricultural development in 
the future a huge irrigation project, fostered by Kern 
County farmers, is being promoted to supply water from 
Kern River to an area of 292,000 acres. Conservation of 
the flood waters in an impounding dam high in the 
mountains at Isabella and the more efficient utilization 
of the waters by the merging of the present irrigation 
systems are features. It is also estimated that the 
project will generate 40,000 horsepower of electrical 
energy. 

The Indian Wells Valley irrigation project contem- 
plates the bringing of water from the Mono Lake drain- 
age basin to the Inyokern and Fremont valleys, located 
in this county east of the Sierra Nevada mountains. 

The power companies as well, including the San 
Joaquin and the Southern California Edison companies, 
are active in extending service into the new colony 
districts. 


Wealth in Silver and Gold 


Randsburg, center of five big silver mining camps, is 
located in the extreme eastern portion of Kern County. 
Here a population estimated at 3,500 is feverishly active 
in the development of silver in the famous Rand district. 


Approximately 3,200,000 ounces of silver and 10,000 
ounces of gold were produced from the California Rand 
Silver Inc. property in 1921. This enormous production 
was from the original Kelly mine and the Grady lease, 
both of which showed phenomenally rich values. 


Johannesburg and Atolia, located on the branch line 
of the Santa Fe railroad, are shipping points for the 
Rand district. 
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